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HATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  PRINCIPAL  PORTS 
APRIL  AND  HAT,   1947 

Exports — Thousands  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

Hay 

1947 

April 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

11,822 

8,762 

♦35 

1,341 

1,246 

1,193 

1,024 

761 

707 

441 

398 

4,711 

1,339 
1,181 
658 
614 
732 
351 
462 
378 
3,047 

0 

♦6 

♦81 

♦67 

♦4 

♦101 

-5 

♦5 

♦55 

Newport  Noma.... 
Philadelphia.... 

Imports — Thousands)  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

Hay 
1947 

April 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

Philadelphia.... 

4,593 

4,350 

♦6 

965 
702 
608 
307 
219 
164 
151 
138 
1.SS9 

1,018 
596 
615 
340 
237 
159 
129 
231 

1,025 

-5 

♦18 

-1 

-10 

-8 

♦3 

♦17 

-40 

♦51 

Exports — iilllions  of  Dollars 

Port 

Hay 

1947 

April 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

Philadelphia.... 
Newport  New*.... 

1,127.6 

985.4 

♦14 

614.2 
90.0 
53.7 
51.9 
37.0 
34.0 
31.6 
23.6 

191.6 

520.9 
86.4 
61.3 
45.7 
37.7 
23.1 
35.5 
25.6 

149.2 

♦18 

♦4 

-12 

♦14 

-2 
♦47 
-11 

-8 
♦29 

Imports— Millions  of  Dollar* 

Port 

Hay 

1947 

April 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

Philadelphia. ... 
San  Francisco... 

367.0 

397.6 

-e 

175.3 
33.5 
28.3 
28.4 
81.8 
15.1 
5.0 
4.9 
54.2 

191.6 
33.7 
37.4 
25.7 
14.4 
23.5 
5.5 
9.5 
56.3 

-9 

-1 
-23 

♦  11 
♦51 
-36 

-9 
•V) 

•< 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  announced 
today  that  United  States  water-borne  foreign  trade  in  May  was  at 
the  post-war  peak  of  16.4  million  long  tons  and  81,493  million. 
This  represented  an  increase  of  25  percent  in  weight  and  8  per- 
cent in  value  over  the  April  total  of  13.1  million  long  tons  and 
$1,383  million.  May  trade  was  greater  in  shipping  weight  by  62 
percent  and  in  value  by  57  percent  than  the  monthly  average  for 
the  year  1946.  Exports  on  dry  cargo  vessels  were  twice  the  av- 
erage per  month  during  1946,  while  exports  on  tanker  vessels  were 
down  one  percent.  On  the  other  hand,  imports  on  both  dry  cargo 
vessels  and  tankers  were  one-fourth  higher  in  May  than  the  month- 
ly average  for  1946. 

The  leading  vessel  ports,  in  shipping  weight  of  merchandise 
exported  and  Imported  during  May,  were  New  York,  2.2  million  long 
tons,  Baltimore,  2.0  million  long  tons,  Philadelphia,  1.4  million 
long  tons,  and  Norfolk,  1.4  million  long  tons.  Forty-three  per- 
cent of  the  total  shipping  weight  of  all  water-borne  exports  and 
Imports  moved  through  these   four  ports. 

In  terms  of  value  the  leading  ports  were  New  York,  $789.5 
million,  New  Orleans,  $119  million;  Philadelphia,  $80  million, 
and  Baltimore,  $76  million,  together  representing  71  percent  of 
the  value  of  all  water-borne  foreign  trade   during  May. 

Atlantic  Coast  Ports. — The  foreign  trade  of  Atlantic  Coast  sea- 
ports totaled  9,368,000  long  tons  and  $1,105.3  million  during  May 
or  57  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  and  74  percent  of  the  value 
of  all  United  States  exports  and  Imports  by  vessel.  This  was 
higher  by  12  percent  in  weight  and  11  percent  in  value  than  during 
April  and  higher  than  the  monthly  average  for  1946  by  67  percent 
and  60  percent,  respectively.  May  exports  amounted  to  5,861,000 
long  tons  and  $814  million,  while  imports  totaled  3,507,000  long 
tons  and  $292  million. 

During  May,  as  in  April,  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia 
were  the  leading  Atlantic  Coast  seaports  in  both  shipping  weight 
and  value  of  merchandise  exported  and  imported  by  vessel,  and 
among  all  United  States  seaports  were  the  three  highest  in  ship- 
ping weight  and  were  respectively  first,  third,  and  fourth  in 
value. 

Gulf  Coast  Ports. — Total  water-borne  foreign  trade  In  the  Gulf 
Coast  area  amounted  to  2,849,000  long  tons  and  $244  million.  This 
was  an  increase  of  only  8  percent  in  weight  and  a  deoline  of  3 
percent  in  value  when  compared  with  April  trade,  but  represented 
a  sharp  rise  of  43  percent  in  weight  and  53  peroent  in  value  when 
oompared  with  the  monthly  average  for  the  year  1946.  Exports 
totaled  2,265,000  long  tons  ($203  million)  in  May  compared  with  a 
1946  monthly  average  of  1,672,000  long  tons  ($131  million),  while 
imports  amounted  to  584,000  long  tons  ($41.3  million)  oompared 
with  a  monthly  average  of  326,000  long  tons  ($29  million)  during 
1946. 

New  Orleans,  the  leading  port  in  the  Gulf  Area,  was  the 
second  United  States  seaport  in  the  oomblned  value  of  exports  and 
Imports. 

Pacific  Coast  Ports. — For  the  seoond  month  the  total  water-borne 
foreign  trade  of  the  Paclflo  Coastal  ports  deollned   slightly,   but 
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remained  substantially  above  the  monthly  average  for 
the  year  1946.  Exports  from  Pacific  ports  Increased 
from  803,000  long  tons  rained  at  $73  million  in  April 
to  863,000  long  tons  valued  at  $33  million  in  May. 
In  contrast,  Imports  decreased  from  205,000  long  tons 
and  $42  million  to  140,000  long  tons  and  $26  million. 

San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  with  iaports  valned 
at  $15  million  and  $5  million,  respectively,  were  the 
sixth  and  eighth  United  States  ports  in  value  of  mer- 
chandise imported. 

Great  Lakes  Porte. — Say  foreign  trade  on  the  Great 
lakes  totaled     3,120,000  long  tons     and     $31  million, 


2  2/3  times  the  shipping  weight  and  value  of  this 
trade  in  April  and  1  3/4  times  the  monthly  average 
for  the  year  1946.  Great  Lalces  ports  accounted  far 
19  percent  of  the  weight  and  only  two  percent  of  the 
value  of  the  total  water-borne  trade  of  the  United 
States  during  Kay.  Toledo,  with  exports  smountirg  to 
707  million  long  tons  was  the  sixth  United  States 
port  in  shipping  weight  of  water-borne  exports. 

The  table  below  presents  the  foreign  water-born* 
trade  of  the  United  States  during  Hay  1947,  April 
1947  and  the  monthly  average  for  the  year  1946,  by 
type  of  vessel  and  by  ooastal   area! 
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Total  trade 


a»y 
1947 


April 
1947 


Monthly 

werage 

1946 


Export* 


■ay 

1947 


April 
1947 


Monthly 

a  tot*  go 

1946 


iapert* 


■ay 

1947 


April 
1947 


loathly 
1946 


Total 

Dry  Car(o 

Tanker 

Atlantic 

Oulf 

Pacific 

Croat  Lakes 

U.  S.  Territorlea  and  Poeooaaione 


16,415 


1S.11* 


10,127 


11,122 


8,762 


6,467 


4,593 


4,350 


3,660 


13,075 
3,340 

9,368 
2,849 
1,003 
3,120 
76 


9,754 
3.358 

8,357 
2,642 
1,006 
1,178 
46 


7,224 
2,903 

5,617 

1,998 

657 

1,754 

103 


10,706 
1,116 

5,861 

2,265 

863 

2,817 

16 


7,511 

1,244 

4,893 

2,068 

803 

1,111 

7 


5,338 
1,129 

2,786 

1,672 

532 

1,462 

15 


2,370 

2,224 

3,507 

584 

140 

302 

59 


2,237 
2,U3 

3,464 

575 

205 

67 

39 


1,186 
1,774 

15 


COTBACB 

Export  figures     inclad*  roaxporta    and  Laad-Lsae*     and  OffiBA  ahipaaata,  trade  between  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Paarta  Um    and 

foreign    cotmtrles,  aad  shipment*    to  United  Statea     g i  iwiit  agendo*.     Excladed  from  export     flgarea  are  ahinasata  te  the  Baited 

States  arned  force  a  abroad,  shipments  betvoen    Continental  United  Statea  aad  the     Territories  aad  Peaaecsloas,  aad  sblpnowt a  bstasan 
the  Territerlea  aad  Poaaeaaiooa .     Experts  by  veaael  are  credited  to  the  easterns  Dlatrlot  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  waa  laden, 

The  import  flgarea  are  general  iaports  aad  represent  the  total  of  import*  for  laaodiat*  liana— ji 1 1  an  plas  ontrioa  tmto 
Cnstoma  bended  storage  and  aannfactariag  narehonsea.  Import*  by  veaael  are  credited  to  the  easterns  District  aad  pert  at  which  the 
marchandl  a*  was  unladen,  even  though  this  any  be  different  from  the  Cestoaa  District  la  whlah  the  feeds  are  awtered  late  I 
or  entered  for  lamedlate  consumption. 

Shipwenta  in  transit  threngh  the  United  Statea  from     coo  foreign  eematry  to  "«<%  are  not     InTlwftil  la  alther 
or  export  figure,,     lone  of  the  expert  or  import  figure*  have  been  adjusted  for  ebaage  la  price  level. 

The  data  preeonted  la  the  following    tablaa  are  preliminary  aad  inolade     revialoa*  which  have  boon    made  aiaco  the  roleaao 
of  data  for  April  1947. 


i 


FOBKIta  TSADI  KEPOaTS  OF  TBI  BUREAU  OF  THE  CEE803 

Aawsmry  report*  ahevlag  meathly  data  on  united  States  foreign  trade  are  issaed  a*  follow,, 

FT  900  -  Orerall  total  export  aad  impart  data]  no  country  or  iiiamannil  1 1 j  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exparta  and  iaports  by  economic  citato,  aad  •*—  **~t  na— mil  I  Issj  no  oeamUj  detail. 

FT  950  -  Export,  and  imports  by  oewotrlea  ef  deetinatioa  and  origin)  be  cemaadity  data. 

FT  971  -  Air  ahipmont*  in  foreign  trade  by  United  Statea  Cnstoma  Districts  aad  parts. 

FT  972  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  United  statea  Castoam  District  aad  porta. 

FT  973  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  trade  area. 

FT  975  -  Entrance,  aad  clearance*  ef  vessels  by  Salted  States  easterns  Districts  aad  area*. 


Additional  detailed  eeamodity  aa 
A  catalog  way  be  obtained  from 


data  are  available  la  the  farm  ef  the  ether  FT 
a  ef  the  Ceases,  easMagtaa  25,  >.  C. 
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